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European Institute for Asian Studies (EIAS)
Brussels, Belgium

I . Focus and Rationale of the EIAS Work Programme

The EIAS mission. The European Institute for Asian Studies (EIAS) is a Brussels-based
policy and research think-tank receiving financial support from the European Communities
budget. It aims to promote understanding and cooperation between the European Union and
Asia. It does so through working closely together with the European Union institutions in
Brussels, as well as with research centres across Asia and within the Europe Union.

EIAS seeks primarily to provide information and expertise to the European Union institutions,
and subsidiarily to the academic world and business by disseminating concise, thoroughly
researched and up-to-date material on EU-Asia relations and important developments in Asia.
As an Institute receiving a budget grant from Chapter A of the European Communities budget,
it is destined to provide direct support to the EU institutions, in particular the European
Commission and the European Parliament.  

EIAS provides this support through undertaking, in close collaboration with EU institutions,
research studies, organising briefings, seminars and conferences, in-house publishing of
research through EIAS Briefing Papers and the EurAsia Bulletin, participating in Europe-Asia
networks of research and analysis as well as supporting its own Internet site on EU-Asia.

Relevance of the EIAS Work Programme. The thrust of EIAS's activities is to support the
development of the EU's external relations with Asia in the politi cal, economic and security
domains through facilit ating a deeper understanding and insight of contemporary Asia. In
particular, EIAS focuses its analysis on the implications of these developments for the EU.

Forms of regional cooperation and integration within Asia could facilit ate the EU's interaction
and exchange with Asia. Indeed, for the European Union a special role may exist to support
and facilit ate sub-regional and inter-regional cooperation within Asia.

In defining its research activities and selecting the themes for its Round Tables and
publications, EIAS responds to these challenges by focusing on manifestations of regionalism
and integration within Asia.  The Work Programme places these in the context of the geo-
politi cal dynamics through analysis of the politi cal and security developments in Asia. It also
focuses on the development of governance and democratisation in Asia and assesses the
impact of trade, investment and finance issues on EU-Asia relations. 

Geo-poli tical context.  In view of the continued emphasis on security issues in the aftermath
of the Bali bombing and the distinct likelihood of war in Iraq, numerous geopoliti cal
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flashpoints within Asia may be distinguished. Without presenting a comprehensive inventory
here, these may be expected to include the following.

Within South Asia civil and military tension will continue to revolve around   
(i) the Kashmir issue and India-Pakistan relations;
(ii ) politi cal instabilit y in Nepal;
(iii ) the continued presence of remnants of the Al Qaeda network in Pakistan  and

the broader question of the legitimacy of the Pakistan’s elected government
(iv) cross-border tensions between India and Bangladesh, resulting from

undocumented migration and unresolved border issues.
On a more positive note, one may observe some signs of progress towards the resolution of
the long running civil war in Sri Lanka.

Within South East Asia such tensions will continue to arise from
(i) the demands for substantive autonomy in Indonesia, in particular emanating in

Aceh and West Papua;
(ii ) the intensification of military operations to address the perceived terrorism in

Southern Phili ppines;
(iii ) the tension between Burma and its neighbours, in particular Thailand, about

issues relating to the forced migration of ethnic minorities into Thailand and
other South East Asian countries.

In South East Asia too some encouragements may be derived from the ©peace deal© (Cessation
of Hostiliti es Agreement or COHA) signed between the Government of Indonesia and
representatives of separatist movements from Aceh on the 9th of December 2002 in Geneva.

Within East Asia the key geo-politi cal flashpoints are 
(i) the Korean peninsula, in the context of the ‘admission’ of DPRK of continued

programmes in the nuclear field;
(ii ) China’s internal threats to stabilit y emanating from economic transition as

evidenced by growing rural/urban disparity as well i nter-regional inequality,
causing intensifying rural-urban migration. Furhtermore large scale lay-offs
from faili ng SOE’s as well as demands for greater autonomy in XinJiang are
amongst the major challenges China©s new leadership will need to address
effectively;

(iii ) tensions across the Taiwan Straits; and
(iv) the issue of the Spratly islands and the implications for regional stabilit y.

Therefore, security-related initiatives in Asia will be an important focus of the 2003 EIAS
work programme. 

Inter and Intra-Regional Cooperation

To provide in-depth analysis, politi cal and security issues will be closely monitored by
focusing on inter- and intra-regional cooperation mechanism within Asia. Monitoring and
analysis of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), to date the only institutionalised forum to
cover all the above issues and of which the EU is an observer member, will be a key activity
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in this regard. For this purpose a research project on the ARF will be launched early in 2003
(see below).

Further to the recent EIAS Briefing Paper (December 2002) about the EU's policy responses
to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the emergence and development of the SCO will
be monitored and the implications of this process for Asia and the EU will be spelled out.
Regional security initiatives specific to South Asia will also be examined. Moreover the
implications of Presidential election in South Korea for the re-focusing of Kim Dae Jung's
‘Sunshine' policy will be examined. The steadily growing international role of Japan in
international peace keeping and building and regional security will be examined too.

Politi cal and Security Developments and Asian Governance

Politi cal and security developments in specific countries and sub-regions will remain the
focus of attention in the EIAS work programme.  A ‘shortli st' of conflict zones and issues has
been identified which will be addressed through specific EIAS activities (see below). Asian
Governance will be addressed through a series of briefings reviewing the observation of
elections by the EU across Asia and attempt to derive general lessons for policy and future
operations from this process.

EU-Asia International Politi cal Economy

Speaking at the EU-ASEAN Think Tank Dialogue, organised by EIAS in Brussels in
November 2002, the Director-General of the World Trade Organisation H.E. Dr Supachai
Panitchpakdi said that the DDA was a “chance of a li fetime”. He pointed out that never before
had trade negotiations put development so central as its objective. However, he also noted that
the unfinished agenda counted more than 50 issues including agriculture, special &
differential treatment, TRIPS, anti-dumping, etc. as well as regulatory issues of particular
importance for the EU such as rules on investment, competition policy and others.

Corporate social responsibilit y issues are becoming increasingly central to economic and
developmental exchanges between EU and Asia. EIAS has gained first-hand insight into this
as the lead partner in the implementation of a path-breaking project on EU-India Corporate
Social Responsibilit y.1 Several follow-up activities will be developed for implementation
during 2003-2004 and beyond.

To examine the nexus between international relations, development and governance, the EIAS
work programme will i nclude the execution of an international conference entitled ©Asia
Development Day© during 2003.  Equally important will be the direct intellectual and research
support to the 'ASEM Taskforce on Closer Economic Partnership©, launched in Copenhagen
as a joint initiative of European Commission President Prodi and Prime Minister Goh Chok
Tong of Singapore. This support could take the form of policy research presented at focus-
group discussions or to brief the Task Force working sessions on issues central to the long-

                    
1 This programme has been funded through a two-year grant from the EU-India Economic & Cross-Cultural
Programme jointly managed by the European Commission and the Government of India.
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term growth of EU-Asia trade, investment and financial relations. 

II . Resources for the 2003 EIAS Work Programme

The grant appropriated for the European Institute for Asian Studies (budget line A3031n) in
the 2003 Budget of the European Community is Euro 360,000, in accordance with the
proposals of the Committee on Budgets of the European Parliament. This budget level is the
same as appropriated in 2002, reflecting a very tight budget ceili ng in section 5.

This appropriation is intended to enable EIAS to

“ Intensify its research activities, seminars, networks and publications to focus on
subjects signalled by the Commission as of particular interest and relevance to the
relations between the EU and the region concerned" [Asia]. 1

Part-financing of the 2003 EIAS Work programme is anticipated to amount to a further Euro
140,000 during the year from non-EU budget sources, permitting a total budget of Euro
500,000. Preliminary accounts for 2002 indicate that the total part-financing of the EIAS
Work programme from non-EU budget sources has been in excess of Euro 200,000.

III . The EIAS Work Programme for 2003

Introduction. This section outlines the activities of the 2003 EIAS work programme,
including a mention of the possible sponsorship and collaboration that is anticipated.
Following the approach adopted in 2002, the programme will i nclude the following three
main sectors of activities covering approximately 20 specific themes and topics. These are (i)
Brussels-based Intellectual Exchange (ii ) Thematic Research and (iii ) Policy Analysis and
Review.  

Resource Allocation. An indicative analysis of the allocation of human and financial resources,
informed by experience of previous years, indicates that approximately thirty per cent of EIAS
human resources will be allocated to intellectual exchange; one quarter to strengthen in-house
research resources and approximately thirty-five per cent towards policy analysis, review and
their dissemination through publication and website. The remainder ten per cent of human
resources is devoted to EIAS governance, including meetings of the Administrative Board,
Executive Committee, Programme Review Committee, progress reporting, budgetting,
accounting and auditing.

Bird's Eye View of EIAS Work Programme   

1. In-house Research and Analysis
Inter-disciplinary policy-focused research will cover four themes as follows:
·  Dynamics of Regionalism and Integration in Asia
·  The Evolution and Future of ASEAN
·  Politi cal and Security Developments and Asian Governance
·  EU-Asia International Politi cal Economy
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The research will seek to contribute to policy shaping within the European Union concerning
Asia through topical and strategic analysis. In particular, it will provide the intellectual and
information basis for the execution of round tables, conferences and specialised briefings. 

2. Policy Analysis and Review
Findings of research, review of analysis of unfolding events and monitoring of politi cal,
security and economic trends will be disseminated through
·  Regular in-house publication of the EurAsia Bulletin  (ten issues) covering all the themes

and topics
·  The launch of a new series of EIAS Policy Briefs presenting key-findings of research and

insights gained from round tables and seminars, with a focus on policy recommendations
·  Up to six EIAS Briefing Papers presenting in-depth analysis of topical issues
·  Contribution to international research publications, and
·  Continued development of the EIAS Website as a portal for EU-Asia information and

analysis.

3. Brussels-based Intellectual Exchange
A varied and active programme of conferences, round tables and seminars (open to EU
off icials and in some instances to a general audience) will i nclude:
·  Four to six Round Tables or High-Level Seminars involving EU and Asian specialists
·  One or two International Conferences or Dialogues
·  Ten Luncheon Briefings at EIAS and/or specialised briefings for the EU institutions
·  Two to four public lectures with High-Profile academic and/or politi cal speakers.

4. Academic Networking and Staff Missions
·  In support of the research, policy analysis and intellectual exchange, EIAS Staff members

will undertake missions to Asia to participate in major international conferences and fora
as well as to develop research collaboration with Asian think tanks and policy research
centres.

A one page analytical annex of the EIAS Work Programme lists the thematic and topical focus
of the programme (20 rows) and maps these to the above listed instruments and outputs (8
columns).  This schematic matrix is intended to facilit ate an ex-post evaluation of programme
implementation, indicating approximately 55 specific actions for the EIAS 2003 Work
Programme.

Research Themes for 2003

In-house research, undertaken by EIAS staff in collaboration with Institute members and
research associates, will remain the essential basis for innovative and well -informed discussion,
thinking, intellectual exchange and publication about Asia and EU-Asia. Research by EIAS
during 2003 will be focused on four inter-related but distinct themes:
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1. DYNAMI CS OF REGIONALISM AND INTEGRATION IN ASIA

The gradual evolution towards a more coherent Common Foreign and Security Policy has meant
that the Union has focused on sub-regional and inter-regional cooperation fora since the 1980s.

Across Asia one finds, in the aftermath of the financial crisis, a sudden flurry of activities aiming
to strengthen sub- and inter-regional cooperation across a wide variety of domains -- politi cal,
economic, strategic as well as cultural and scientific.

These ©manifestations of regionalism in Asia© include now a plethora of regional institutional
frameworks -- SAARC, ASEAN, ASEAN-plus-three, ASEAN-China bilateral FTA
negotiations, ASEAN Free Trade Agreement, bilateral initiatives such Japan and Singapore and
others.  The ASEM process itself is a further key instrument, indeed it is a unique formula for
informal inter-governmental inter-regional cooperation.

What are the implications of manifestations of regionalism in Asia for the EU©s CFSP? Through
which mechanisms and instruments can the EU best respond to this process? To what extent is
the experience of the EU itself relevant to these processes? What are the dynamics and which
forces are driving the nascent integration process in Asia? Will t he process be driven primarily
by economic considerations or will security gains and anti-terrorism be an equally important
imperative? Will t he players seek to maximise ©relative gains© or ©absolute gains©? Are the present
initiatives solid and irreversible or will t hey suffer from the institutional weaknesses of the
earlier generation of cooperation initiatives? To what extent will domestic politi cal objectives
within Asian countries limit the scope for active international collaboration through the
formulation of common regional policies and integrated markers?As indicated above, a specific
monitoring activity, following up an initial EIAS Briefing Paper2 on the subject, will i nclude an
assessment of the newly formed Shanghai Cooperation Organization with a focus on the
prospective evolution of this organization and its possible long term implications.

The sluggish evolution of SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation) reflects
the assymmetries within the association in terms of economic and geographic size, compounded
by the politi cal tensions between India and Pakistan. These make an accelleration of the
integration process unlikely. Nevertheless, some sector and issue specific initiatives -- for
example the SAARC task force on poverty reduction and the collaboration between SAARC
chambers of commerce -- may produce results irrespective of these structural impediments. Such
initiatives wil1 continue to be monitored through briefings by experts and/or an EIAS Briefing
Paper.

2. THE EVOLUTION AND FUTURE OF ASEAN.

The future of ASEAN has been a main pre-occupation of EIAS since its inception in 1989.
Tangible outcomes of this are the Working Document of the European Parliament on `The
Role of the EU in South East Asia: politi cal, economic and strategic issues' prepared by an

                    
2 Austin, Greg, (2002), ©European Union Policy Responses to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization', EIAS
Briefing Paper 02/04, EIAS, Brussels. 
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EIAS study team as well as a recent publication on the issues of ASEAN enlargement and
ASEAN-plus-3. 3

The 10-member Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) is at a crucial juncture.
Founded as an alli ance of non-communist countries, ASEAN has since taken in Vietnam and
Laos among others. Emboldened by the successes of most of its members prior to the 1997
crash, ASEAN is now seeing its relevance and purpose questioned. Taking as a starting point
the themes raised in EIAS' ongoing annual EU-ASEAN Think-Tank dialogues, 4 EIAS will
continue to explore the current and future development of ASEAN and the relevance of these
for relations with the EU, and in particular the possibilit y of ASEAN encouraging
convergence among its constituent countries in a similar way as the European Union.

3.  POLITICAL AND SECURITY DEVELOPMENTS AND ASIAN GOVERNANCE.

An important research topic within the ASEAN context will be to assess the relevance and
effectiveness of the ASEAN Regional Forum and the scope for a ©pro-active© role of the EU in
this forum. The research will t ake stock of the efforts at conflict prevention initiatives and a
possible politi cal role for the EU within these, given institutional and resource constraints. To
inform decision-making, regular policy briefs to the EU institutions on major geo-politi cal
flahspoints in the Asia-Pacific region are foreseen, including an analysis of the possible role
of the EU.

Main objectives of the EIAS ©ARF monitoring and analysis© project would be

- to report regularly and disseminate information and recommendations
to the European Commission,  Off ice of the Representative of the
Common Foreign and Security Policy, EU member governments, the
Presidency of the Council of Ministers, the European Parliament, esp.
its Committee on Foreign Affairs and Security and others;

- to activate a monitoring network from among the community of EU-
based professionals working in the concerned fields of academia,
NGOs and professional security advisors;

-  to liaise and participate in the international Track II activities to the
extent possible and to disseminate the main findings and insight into
the EU institutions;

- to organise two or three workshops during 2003, drawing on existing
resources of organisations and networks,5 on topics including 
Terrorism, Transnational Crime, Proli feration, General Security
Conditions, and the Future of ARF prior to major Track I conferences

                    
3 Van der Geest, Will em, (2001), ̀ ASEAN and EU Economic Integration', Panorama 2001 no.2.
4 See below for the 2003 EU-ASEAN Think Tank Dialogue in Singapore. See also EurAsia Bulletin Vol 6 Nov-
Dec for reports on the 2002 Brussels dialogue as well as statements and a photo gallery www.eias.org.
5 These may include CSCAP, ASEAN-ISIS, the International Crisis Group, the Royal United Services Institute,
the Bonn International Centre for Conversion, the St Andrews University Centre on Terrorism, the European
Platform on Conflict Prevention, Bradford University, Clingendael, the Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute, the Geneva Centre on Democratic Control of the Milit ary and others.
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on these subjects. For example, dissemination of research findings will
be scheduled to coincide with the ASEAN regional forum ministerial,
scheduled to be held in Phnom Penh for June 18, 2003.

A separate, though related, research study to be taken up in the context of selected ASEAN
countries (e.g. Vietnam and Thailand) will focus on the predicament and treatment of ethnic
minorities.

Work on the ASEAN theme will be led by Dr Will em van der Geest (economic issues), Mr
David Fouquet (security issues) with Dr Axel Berkofsky, Research Fellow. Dr Paul Lim,
Senior Research Associate of EIAS presently working for the University of Penang, Malaysia
will also be associated with this research.

·  EU-ASIA INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY

The EU (born as EEC) emerged from an economic cooperation initiative to address the
problem of politi cal instabilit y within post war Europe. However, the economic pill ar has now
been complemented by numerous non-economic issues. However, for the EU©s external
relations with Asia a strong focus on trade, investment and finance issues will remain.

This flows from the commitments by the EU and other global players at the Mill ennium
summit to realise tangible improvements in social indicators and reduce poverty incidence to
half by 2015 as well as their endorsement of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) on trade
and development in November 2001. The DDA will i nclude several highlights during 2003, in
particular its review at the September Cancun Ministerial meeting, as well as an early
accession of Asian LDCs to the World Trade Organisation (including Cambodia, Nepal, Laos
and Bhutan).

Current growth prospects for the Asian region, notwitstanding the military tensions within the
region as well as in Iraq, remain quite strong. For example, the growth outlook for the
ASEAN region is 2003 is 4.3 per cent of GDP respectively, whereas that for South Asia for
the same period stands at 6.4 per cent. 6 Nevertheless, foreign investment into South Asia has
been merely a trickle, in 2000 $ 3.0 bln as compared to $13.8 bln for ASEAN and $ 42 bln for
China alone. This reflects the widely held perception that politi cal risk factors in South Asia
and South East Asia remain high.

One of the central questions of the research is how the enlargement of the EU will i nfluence
investor©s perceptions both in the EU as well as Asia. Will enlargement lead to an increase of
investment into the CEECs, responding to new opportunities? Will Asian investors be
attracted to increase their EU-inward investment flows? Will EU businesses divert
investments from Asia towards the CEECs? What will be the net effects on trade and
employment creation in both regions?  

                    
6 Asian Development Bank Outlook, 2002, p.203. Naturally, the per capita income levels for most of South East
Asia (excluding Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam) are well above those prevaili ng across South Asia. 
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The focus of this research is the scope for economic cooperation, within the politi cal context
and constraints. In particular, the role and impact of non-state actors in regional economic
cooperation will be assessed. Focus will be to analyse the impact of business-to-business
contacts and networks, the scope for settling regional trade disputes through non-
governmental arbitration, to work out rules governing joint ventures and cross-border
mergers, etc.  Other civil society actors (eg interest groups focusing on environmental issues)
may also provide platforms for regional cooperation. Will t hese non-state cooperation fora
provide suitable institutional mechanisms to enhance regional cooperation?

This research theme will be directed by Dr Will em van der Geest (politi cal and economic
aspects) and Mr Malcolm Subhan (international relations aspects). The dissemination of
research findings will i nform the policy briefing on the WTO multil ateral process as well as the
round table on EU-India, foreseen for the 2nd half of 2003.

The Research Themes will feed into the International Conferences, High-level Seminars,
Round Tables and Luncheon Briefings, which EIAS will im plement in collaboration with the
EU institutions. Presentation by EIAS staff , its associated researchers and invited specialists
shall be made to disseminate research findings.

Brussels-based Intellectual Exchange

a. Round Tables and High Profile Speakers

As indicated above, one key instrument of bringing policy analysis to the EU institutions is
through the organization of four to six Round Tables in Brussels, involving both EU and
Asian scholars and experts. Noting the resource constraints, a preliminary li st of themes and
topics for such high-level seminars and round tables include the following:

- EU©s role at the ASEAN Regional Forum
- Sub-regional Cooperation in Central Asia -- EU economic and politi cal interests
- EU-India relations -- a new dynamic
- EU-DPRK relations -- prospects for North East Asian regional cooperation
- China©s international relations as an emerging regional power
- EU enlargement: Economic and Politi cal Impact on Asia 

Further to the Round Tables, several public meetings with High Profile Speakers will be
organised in Brussels during 2003. These may include, but are not be limited to, senior politi cal
leaders from Asian countries as well as leading academic analysts from Europe or Asia.
Moreover, it is envisaged that senior leaders of European Union institutions (e.g. European
Commissioners) could also be invited to address issues related to the themes of EU-Asia
politi cal, economic and security relations. Subject to confirmation and within the normal
constraints, it is intended that the following will be invited to speak at EIAS sponsored meetings
in Brussels:

·  Prof S. Jayakumar, Singapore Minister of Foreign Affairs, on ©Security Challenges
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Facing ASEAN -- A Singapore Viewpoint© (implemented with the European Policy
Centre, January 29, 2003)

·  Xanana Gusmao,  President, Republic of East Timor, to address a subject related to the
independence of the new country (expected to visit the European Parliament and
Commission in Brussels for mid-march 2003)

·  Prof Amartya Sen, Nobel Laureate in Economics, to address a subject related to Asian
economic and social development (possibly at the Asia Development Day -- see
below).

·  H.E. Wiryono Sastrohandoyo, Chief Negotiator for the Indonesian Government with
the ACEH autonomy movement (Cessation of Hostiliti es Agreement) – confirmed first
half of May 2003.

Others High Profile Speakers may be identified in the course of the year 2003.

b. International Conferences and Dialogues

Furthermore, at least one major International Conferences in Brussels will be organised during
2003 in collaboration with other institutes or foundations which may include, inter alia, the
German politi cal foundations (Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Friedrich
Naumann Stiftung, and others) as well as research funding bodies and public sources from EU
Member States.

·  The ASIA DEVELOPMENT DAY (Brussels)

EIAS will organise an international conference on the medium to long term economic and social
development prospects of Asia -- an ©Asia Development Day© -- to be held in Brussels.
Partnerhsip will be sought from multi -lateral financial institutions as well as from EU Member
State development agencies sich as SIDA from Sweden.

The conference will t ake stock of the transition from fast growth across much of Asia region to
sluggish growth (esp Japan), economic instabilit y (esp ASEAN and New Industrialised
Economies eg Singapore, Hong Kong and Taiwan) as well as continued and enhanced growth in
China and India.  In implementing the conference, synergies with the research themes on the
dynamics of regionalism and EU-Asia international politi cal economy (outlined above) will be
explored and exploited.

The conference, scheduled for September 2003, will assess the possible sources of growth for
the future as well as the implications for

(i) ongoing reform processes; 
(ii ) pro-active and effective poverty reduction strategies with a view to informing

strategic choices of the EU;
(iii ) European institutions including an analysis of the role of the European Investment
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Bank as a possible source of long-term development finance.

Amongst the issues to be examined will be the continued relevance or otherwise of the so-
called ©Washington consensus© against the growing critique of the outcomes of poorly
sequenced liberalization and privatization. The findings of the UNDP study on pro-poor
growth strategies across Asia (including India, China, Bangladesh and other country-case
studies) will be presented and assessed.

·  Fifth EU-ASEAN Think Tank Dialogue in Singapore.

At the Brussels Dialogue meeting in November 2002 it was decided that the next Dialogue
meeting shall be held in Singapore, co-organised by the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung and
Singapore Institute for International Affairs. EIAS will be the co-ordinator for the
participation of European Think Tanks as well as to ensure active participation of Members of
the European Parliament who are also members of the Interparliamentary Delegation for
Relations with ASEAN. Moreover, participation of European Commission off icials actively
engaged in the relations with South East Asia will be sought, including a presentation of the
Commission's South East Asian strategy paper.

The focus of the EU-ASEAN Think Tank dialogue in Singapore will be on the deepening of
the ASEAN integration process.

c. Specialised Briefings for the EP and Lunch Briefings at EIAS

Briefings for Committees and Inter-Parliamentary Delegations of the European Parliament
will be organised and are expected to include the Delegation for relations with China as well
as the Delegation for relations with Japan.

Subject to the further inputs from the Delegation for relations with China, an analysis of the
experience of the implementation of the Basic Law and the ©one-country-two systems©
approach may be considered.  

Subject to the further inputs from the Delegation for relations with Japan, a meeting between
MEPs and Members of the Japan Committee of the German Bundestag as well as of other EU
national parliamentary delegations for relations with Japan may be organised.

Ten Lunch Br iefings by leading academic or politi cal speakers, focusing on topical subjects
will be held at the Institute in the course of 2003. During the previous year also ten such
Briefings were organised, covering a wide range of topics with speakers from Asia as well as
from within the European Union. 7

                    
7  These were Prof Sung Hoon Park on East Asian Integration, Mr Costa Neves MEP on Cambodia©s Commune
Elections, Mr Eric Teo on ASEAN©s lack of coherence, Mr Chris Jackson on Hong Kong©s Economic Future, Dr
Greg Austin on China©s regional role, Ambassador JN Dixit on Kashmir, Mr Duweng on Indonesian Rainforests,
Ambassador Ra Jong Il on security in the Korean Peninsula, Mr Martin Lee on Hong Kong©s security laws, Mr
Cushnahan MEP on Pakistan Elections,
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A preliminary li st of topics includes the following:
- Recent development in the Shaghai Cooperation Organization
- ASEAN-plus-Three
- Politi cal Obstacles to South Asian regional integration
- Politi cal Islam and Governmental Legitimacy
- Prospects and Progress of the Sri Lanka Peace Process
- The EU-Japan Action plan
- India©s role in the United Nations
- Nepal©s Politi cal Instabilit y
- Lessons from EU Election  Observations
- Asian Perspectives on the WTO ministerial in Cancun

POLICY ANALYSIS AND REVIEW.

Policy Briefs. A new `instrument' of policy analysis will be a series of EIAS Policy Briefs,
launched to disseminate research findings and insights gained from Round Tables and
Conferences in a concise and policy-focused way.  The length of these Policy Briefs is limited
(approximately 2000 words only) and its outline will i nclude a section focusing on EU
outlook, policy responses and, where appropriate, policy recommendations.

The EIAS Briefing Paper, edited by Dr Will em van der Geest, will continue in-depth analysis
of topical issues (four to six issues foreseen during 2003).

Research Reports.  During the year up to three research reports may be produced, including
contributions from several scholars and specialists. Issues to be included may be (i) the
progress of the WTO multi -lateral DDA-process; (ii ) the growth of `politi cal' Islam in South
and South East Asia and (iii ) the EU role in the ASEAN regional forum.

EIAS Website and EurAsia Bulletin.  The EIAS website, www.eias.org proving an
increasingly used public facilit y, will be further enhanced to be a continuously updated source
of information on EU-ASIA. Further design work will be undertaken to improve the website
and enhance its user friendliness as an information resource on EU-Asia relations.  In
particular, a separate section with frequent updates targeted at a professional audience will be
developed as a facilit y for corporate and institutional members of EIAS as well as those
working within the European Union institutions. Its present usage (with 30,000 hits per month
and 100 visitors per day) will be monitored closely.

Further development of the EIAS publications will become an important objective during
2003.  The overriding aims of these efforts are to create additional and new sources of revenue
for EIAS and to maximise the eff iciency that the ©new economy© modes of information sharing
and exchange offer. A particular important aim is to commercialise the EurAsia Bulletin
following the relaunch of the publication undertaken during 2002. A coherent marketing
strategy will be developed in order to market the publication to a wider audience and to build
up a paying subscriber base as well as institutional sponsors with a revenue target of Euro
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15000 for 2004 (three fold from the target for 2003). The strategy seeks to ensure that this
publication will become an independent source of revenue for EIAS, consistent with the
European Commission's transition towards a ̀ call for proposals' system.  Consideration will
be given to developing the scope of the publication, as well as to assess new modes of
dissemination and delivery (including web-based e-commerce of the publication).

IV. MEDIUM-TERM DEVELOPMENT OF EIAS DURING 2004 AND BEYOND

Diversifying finance beyond the present European Commission subvention will remain an
important short and medium term objective for the institutional development and sustainabilit y
of EIAS. The implications of the ©Call for Proposals' approach scheduled to take effect from
2004 will be that EIAS will only consider executing those activities for which there is a proven
effective demand.

In responding to the ©Call for Proposals' the now firmly established `European Alli ance for
Asian Studies' may prove an important platform for consortium applications.  This alli ance
combines the European Institute for Asian Studies, the International Institute for Asian Studies
at the University of Leiden (NL), the Institut fur Asienkunde, Hamburg (Germany), the Asia-
Europe Centre, Institut d'Etude Sciences Politi que (France) and the Nordic Institute for Asian
Studies, Copenhagen (Denmark). The Alli ance may also offer a platform for raising support
from national sources, as well as pooling of resources for shared activities -- realising greater
eff iciency and impact of expenditures. Further consideration will need to be given to the
modaliti es of such formalisation as well as scope for broadening the alli ance to include other
European members.

European Institute for Asian Studies, Brussels


