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Invitation to a Special EIAS Briefing

Meeting the Challenges of Helping South Asia More 
Effectively  

Tuesday, 24 May 2005 from 13:30 to 15:00 

Speaker: Mr. Praful Patel 
Regional Vice President, South Asia Region, World Bank

Chair: Mr. Malcolm Subhan, European Institute for Asian Studies, Brussels

For the past decade, South Asia has been the second fastest-growing region in the world, after East Asia, with an 
average annual growth rate of 5.3 percent. However, the region remains one of the most disadvantaged in the 
world: more than 40 percent of its 1.4 billion people live on less than one dollar a day, making South Asia home to 
nearly half of the world's poor. In December 2004, the deadly Asian tsunami reached the shores of South Asia, 
leaving behind a trail of destruction that has impacted the region in more ways than one. Today talk of ‘building 
back better’  is high on the agenda, with debate focusing on how to further develop and improve the life and 
livelihoods of those left behind.

This meeting will explore the means by which development assistance can be scaled up in South Asia. What are the 
issues and trade-offs in targeting aid to regions with better governance, where it may be used more effectively? Or 
in targeting the poorest regions or other subnational entities, where governance is often weakest? The European 
Institute for Asian Studies has the pleasure to welcome Mr. Praful Patel,  Regional Vice President for the South 
Asia Region, World Bank, to give an overview of World Bank efforts to provide increased assistance in different 
countries in South Asia. The presentation will be followed by discussion.

The Briefing followed by invited comments and Q&A will be from 13:30 to 15:00.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Venue:  European Institute for Asian Studies
 

Entry is free for EIAS members, press, and officials of European Union institutions.
For all others a charge of €10,00 applies.

Please confirm by Monday, 23 May 2005 via fax at +32 (0) 2 230 5402 to Zoe McCarthy (z.mccarthy@eias.org)

Name: Organisation: 

 Yes I will attend 
   

 No I will not attend  (please check as applicable) 
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