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Youth and Education in Pakistan — Is the EU Doing Enough for the Next Generation?

Programme
14:30 — 15:00 Registration
15:00 - 15:15 Introduction by the Chair
Mr. Dick Gupwell, Vice Chairman of the European Institute for Asian Studies
15:15-16:15 Presentations by
Mr Moazzam Shah, Political Counsellor of the Embassy of Pakistan to the EU, Belgium
and Luxembourg
Mr David Martin, Director, British Council Pakistan
Mr Sajjad Karim, MEP and President of European Parliament Pakistan Friendship
Group
Mr Markus Handke, Desk Officer for Pakistan, EuropeAid, DEVCO
16:15-17:00 Discussion, Questions and Answers

Is the EU Doing Enough for Pakistan Next Generation?

Pakistan's political future is at a crossroads. Young people are in need of greater encouragement to continue
believing in democracy, while setting out their path for development and the future of their country. The
European Institute for Asian Studies, with the support of the British Council, is organising this Briefing
Seminar, with the objective of examining the contribution of the EU to the promotion of cultural and
educational developments in Pakistan, as well as potential future exchanges, cooperation and dialogues between
the two partners.

Today's youth is the future, shaping the leaders of tomorrow, eminently holding the power to determine
Pakistan's future. Young Pakistanis are increasingly well-educated, with an increasing number of people
holding foreign degrees and a rising proficiency in English.

In 2009, the British Council released the report "Pakistan: The Next Generation", which highlights the role of
young people in the Pakistani society and the challenges they will be facing in the next decades. The report
received a great deal of attention in Pakistan and in the UK, as well as in other parts of the world. The study
reveals the underlying contradictions among youngsters in Pakistan, demographic challenges and recent views
of Young Pakistanis towards the Western world and its hegemony. r
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