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I ntroduction

In 2004 "Doudle Tenth” Nationd Day address, President Chen, Shui-bion pointed out
that "if we connat ensure Tawan's nationd seaurity, dl the economic and demoaratic
achievements will be ruined”. In fact, in on ord repoat held in Legslative Yuon
Parlioment in Septemboer, 2004, Michod M. Tsdi, the Vice Minister of the Ministry of
Nationd Defense (MND), dso stressed that since China never gave up its great
determination to sdve "Tawon question” through military foraes, it would possibly
invade Tawon in 2006 or 2008. Besides, Chinds plon to dsseminate its missile
techndogy ond missile materids is to bring adoout huge influence on the US gokd
depoyment strategy, the Asia-Padfic military bdonce, ond the prdiferation of
wegoon of moss destruction.

China’s national defense policy and military strategy
Agadnst the badkground of the Post-Cold War Era, China deems that there are three

chonges in the internationd seaurity environments. First of dl, the possibility of
starting agobod wa deaecses bout the possikility of getting invaved in lood warfare
under hi-tech condtion inarecses. Secondy, “the US dominated uni-poar world” and
“multi-palarities” coexist in the internationd power strudures. The military conflicts
between US ond China inevitddy warsen. Thirdy, though Chinds territorid
boundcries become relevantly safe, the militay gap between China ond western
advonoed countries is not shortened. In addition, non-traditiond seaurity prodems
never stop dsturbing China China hos to face both tradtiond o well os
non-fradtiond threats.

China’s strategic thinking emphcsizes that “warfare is the continuity of pdlitics
through vident method”. Mlitay strotegy is a kind of comibat thinking foousing on
“active defense”. To win locd warfare, the PLA requires combal models like “attle of
destrudion” o “battle of padysis destrudion”. Therefore, the demond ond



development of lethd weapons tbecome compulsory for the PLA, just in acse that it
gets invaved with locd warfare,

The strategic and tactic perspectives of China’s missile
under military strategy

In view of Chinds military straotegy stressing “octive defense”, missile warfare, in
which high-techndogies ae lagdly goplied 1o, aon be regarded os a kind of comboot
to actively defend China Bosiadly, China ondyses missile’s vdue from strategic ond
tactic perspedtives. 1). Mssile aon reach its straregc god of infimidating ond
restricting enemy. 2). Missile warfare is on effective way to achieve in-depth strofegy
in joint combar operation. Militay strength ond firgpower should be effidently
mobilized in joint combat operation. The employment of missile thus aon supplement
the shortage of military strength if there is ony. 3). Missile provides a useful path for
nations whose military forcss are not powerful to enhanoe their comboat aopatilities.

Current situation of China’s missile development and
deployment

Chinas missile bosiadly aon be dassified into strategic missile ond tadicd missile.
And its missile development aon be divided into three periods. First of dl, Chinals 1
generation missile is manly lond bosed ond filled with liquid fuel. This type indudes
the DF-2, the DF-3, the DF-4, ond then DF-5. The 2™ generation missile mainly
consists of Mkgroup missiles. This type is a short-ronge tactiad bdlistic missile with
single projectile nose, indudng the M7, the M9, the M11, ond the MH18. [t is the
essentid equipment of Chinds amy goup o well o the lethd wegoons threatening
Tawaon. Furthermore, China started to research into cruise missile s early s 1977.
After reauiting lofs of Russion missile experts in 1990s, China thus made greot
progress in this field,

The impact of China’s missile on cross-Straits relations

In military cspect, Tawon’s MND predicts that Chinds “moadels of invading Tawon”
ocover fradtiond ond non-traditiond methods. Traditiondly, China maoy atfack Tawon
through “missile attak”, “sea ond dr BHodkode”, ond “aoss sea londng”
Non-fradtiond methocs China may use ae to make Tawon’s finondd maorket
unstdde ond the sodety turbulent, etc, in order to conquer Tawon without initiating
a wa. China maoy strategiadly interlock these two methocs to Tawaon but in fod,
"missile aftak” is the key dedding whether China con sucoeed in its afadk. In
ocoordonce with Chind’s infention to atfack Tawon through missile launching, Tawaon
inevitadly faoes certan military threats. As Tawan's loaation is very dose to Ching,



Tawaon is in inferior position to obtdn enough “in-depth strategy” aond suffident
“early warning”, in additiond to its shortoge of “anti-missile defense copaaility”.

In pditicd ospect, China views the use of missile weogpons s on effective waoy
achieving the fdlowing gods, e.g. deaecsing the percentage of supporting Tawaon's
independence; redudng foreign investment in Tawaon; shirking Tawon’s foreign
exdhange;, dsturbing Tawon's stodk markef; ond making Tawonese peope lose
confidence in Tawan’s defense acpaallity. I|n fadt, the destrudtion power of missile is
limited but the threars on peode’s mentdity ae unlimited,

Conclusion: China’s missile and its impact on Asia-Pacific
Stability

In short, China’s missile developoment not only threatens Tawon but dso strikes
against any Asia-Padfic countries due to the wide ranges Chind’ missile wegoons aon
cover. AsiarPadfic countries should think doout methods to tadkle such aworry.

A aurrent stage, however, Asia-Padfic region does not have ony contra system
foausing on militay force. Besides, though the foous of Asia-Poadfic Economic
Cooperation (APEQ) is on the regiond development, it is an orgonization deding with
eoconomic ond infernationd trade relevant issues and aonnot effidently ded with the
regond seaurity agendos. Therefore, buildng a odlective seaurity system in
Asia-Padfic region is a compulsory mecsure to stdailize this region.

Next, the most importont recson for the Iosting China-Tawan militory conflicts in fact
lies in the fact that China never gives up its grear determination in invading Tawaon.
If China con witharaow or reduce its military forae ond move away the dgdoyment of
Mgoup missiles in Chind’s southecst cocstd arecs, Tawon and other Asia-Padfic
countries con have more confidence in the regiond peocce and staaility.

Finally, since c<aoss-Straits relations are dosely involved with the
Asio-Padific countries” security and benefits, the model of the "Six Parties
talks” doout denudearization of North Korea might provide a constructive
mechanism for China ond Taiwan to estdblish “confidence building
measures”.



