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A. Introduction

The European Institute for Asian Studies asbl (EIAS) is a Brussels-based policy and research
think-tank. It aims to promote understanding and co-operation between the European Union
and Asia. It does so through working closely together with the European Union institutions in
Brussels, as well as with research centres across Asia and within the European Union.

During 2004, EIAS continued to play its high-profile and meaningful role in the dialogue
between Europe and Asia and to serve as a Track II sounding board for new policy thinking
for decision-makers at the European level. This was done particularly in the context of the
EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), with a focus on Asian politi cal and
security developments, through the analysis of inter and intra-regional co-operation, as well
as through the analysis of EU-Asia international politi cal economy.

EIAS plays this role through Brussels-based intellectual exchange involving: meeting events,
research and publications. The meeting events include international conferences for interested
specialists, scholars, off icials and the press. These are usually co-organised with embassies,
foundations and/or research centres. EIAS also organises lunch briefings, as well as
specialised briefings for EU policy makers. In addition, EIAS undertakes research studies to
analyse developments in Asia, drawing out their implications for the European Union at large
and EU policies in particular. The findings of this research are disseminated through the
comprehensive programme of meetings, as well as through EIAS publications and the EIAS
website.

The European Commission awarded EIAS a three-year European Commission Partnership
Agreement 2004-2006 for its work on relations with Asia. The contract with the European
Commission was signed in April 2004. The maximum eligible grant for 2004 was to be for an
amount of € 330.600; which wil l cover up to 70 per cent of the total EIAS expenditures. The
remaining 30 per cent (or more) is raised from non-EU budget sources.

B. International Strategic Context of 2004 EIAS Work Programme

The EIAS work programme includes research and dissemination of activities and
programmes focusing on each of the major sub-regions in Asia covered by the Asia-Latin
America Regulation (ALA-regulation) in a balanced way1. This includes the newest UN
member state (East Timor), the two most populous countries of the world (China and India),
the three ‘axis of evil ’ countries (Iran, Iraq and DPRK), the seven members of SAARC2 and

                                                
1 The 26 Asian countries covered by ALA Regulation are Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar,
Cambodia, China, East Timor, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Laos,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Phili ppines, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Vietnam and Yemen.
2 Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
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eight of the members of ASEAN3. In addition, ten of the twenty-six countries are classified
by the United Nations as ‘Least Developed Countries'. This diversity is addressed by a
comprehensive, inter-disciplinary and multi -dimensional programme.

Three major themes addressed throughout the 2004 Work Programme have been:

- Politi cal and security developments in Asia
- EU-Asia inter-regionalism and integration and cooperation within Asia
- EU-Asia international politi cal economy

However, in defining its research activities and selecting the themes for its meetings,
briefings and publications for 2004, EIAS anticipated both the institutional and geo-politi cal
and economic developments within the European Union and Asia.

1. Institutional Context

The institutional changes within the European Union during 2004 and throughout the next
few years will be profound and far-reaching.

Institutional changes will result from the rethinking of the EU©s CFSP, which has been
prompted by several independent but simultaneous processes. In particular, (i) the EU
enlargement process (ii ) the reform of the EU institutions dealing with its external relations
and (iii ) the drafting and implementation of an EU Constitution.

In particular, the ten new Member States will affect the dynamics of EU-Asia relations. The
EU went through its largest ever enlargement in May 2004 when it welcomed ten new
Members from Central and Eastern Europe into the EU. The accession, after twelve years of
transition and adjustment, will have significant implications for the EU's external relations
with Asia for years to come. The new EU members are very eager and enthusiastic to
participate in, develop and intensify such relations.

From the EU perspective, a great deal of explaining of the aims and objectives, and
challenges and opportunities, regarding the EU's relations with Asian states, is crucial for the
new Member States and their respective representatives. This will i ntensify the demand for
Brussels-based intellectual exchange on EU-Asia relations, with a focus on active
participation from the new EU Member States representatives and specialists

In addition, the reshaping of the CFSP as an ongoing process, received further impetus due to
the June 2004 European Parliament elections, which brought in new Members of Parliament,
as well as the appointment of the new European Commission President and Commissioners.
Briefing the newly elected or re-elected Members of the European Parliament on EU-Asia
relations, within the context of the CFSP, is an important task for EIAS. This will t ake place
at the Asia Update Meeting scheduled for late November 2004 at the European Parliament, as
well as through briefings for Committees and Delegations.

                                                
3 Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Phili ppines, Thailand, and Vietnam.
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2. Geo-Poli tical and Economic Context

In 2004, the Asian geo-politi cal and economic contexts were directly and indirectly
influenced by military, politi cal and/or social conflicts within the states or region, as well as
by the on-going ‘war on terrorism' across Asia.

In South Asia, tensions continued to revolve around India-Pakistan relations and the sensitive
Kashmir conflict, Pakistan©s efforts in the war on terror, Afghanistan's reconstruction and its
path to democracy through the October elections, and politi cal instabili ty in Nepal, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh.

In South-East Asia, tensions arose as a consequence of the terrorist attacks perpetrated in a
number of countries and the respective government responses to these, the road to
presidential elections in Indonesia, and tensions between Myanmar and its regional
neighbours, on the one hand, and its EU partners on the other.

In East Asia, key geo-politi cal flashpoints revolved around the Korean peninsula issues
(South Korean elections, DPRK's efforts to maintain its nuclear weapons programme),
threats to China's internal stabili ty emanating from economic transition and internal politi cal
developments, and increased tensions across the Taiwan Straits.

The European Union institutions responded to these sensitive issues through a variety of
initiatives. Inevitably, security-related initiatives, conflict resolution and prevention in Asia
were, and will remain, an important focus of EIAS activities. Throughout 2004, EIAS
publications, analyses and meetings sought thoroughly to address these actions and
initiatives.

On economic and trade issues, the rise of China's economy, developments of the World
Trade Organisation's Doha round, the proli feration of bilateral and regional Free Trade
Agreements, the Japanese economy, regional cooperation within ASEAN and SAARC,
economic reform plans, and the dynamics of Asian financial sectors were all i ssues that were
closely followed by EIAS.

Moreover, EIAS research and intellectual exchange also assessed the global implications of
EU-Asia relations, in particular its linkages with global security concerns and the significance
of EU-Asia relations for shaping global multi -polarity and, in particular, EU-US-Asia
relations.



EIAS 2004 Interim Report on Activities                            12 October 2004

6

C. EIAS 2004 Programme Review

1. Intellectual Exchange through Conferences and Br iefings

1.1. EIAS International Conferences and Research Workshops

Throughout the year, EIAS has organised, individually or with partner institutions, a number
of International Conferences across Europe. These Conferences addressed, inter alia, issues
of trade, regionalisation, security, and politi cal economy in Asia, ASEAN developments and
its relationship with the EU, and the security issues pertaining to a growing India-EU
relationship.

·  10-11 May: Wor ld Bank ABCDE Conference, Palais d©Egmont, Brussels

EIAS organised the regional workshop, Trading in Services from South Asia: a New
Source of Growth, as part of the World Bank Annual Bank Conference on Development
Economics (ABCDE). Dr Ananya Raihan, Research Fellow at the Centre for Policy
Dialogue in Bangladesh, was invited as speaker for the workshop, with Prof Peter Holmes
from the University of Sussex, U.K, as discussant.

·  16-18 June: Connecting Civil Societies, Barcelona

EIAS hosted a workshop, on 17 June 2004, at this Conference entitled: International
Relations, Regionalisation Processes and Security Issues. The workshop sought
to identify areas where co-operation between European and Asian non-governmental
actors and organisations can be relevant in influencing the foreign and security policy-
making process in both an enlarged Europe and Asia.  ASEM and CSCAP, a track-
II security forum for the Asia-Pacific region, were also assessed as possible platforms to
promote and enhance Europe-Asia inter-regional co-operation in the field of international
politi cs and relations. The discussions focused on establishing common ground, taking
stock of past successes and failures and seeking approaches and solutions to tackle these
issues through greater collaboration and more partnerships between Asian and European
civil society organisations. Several concrete and feasible recommendations were
formulated for the enhancement of Asia-Europe co-operation; see EIAS website. 4

·  6-10 July: Modern South Asia Conference, Lund, Sweden

The 18th European Conference for Modern South Asian Studies brought together 360
participants with South Asian oriented research interests from all over the world. With 44
panels, it was the largest ECMSAS conference so far, and covered many fields, including
the humanities, social sciences, technology, natural sciences, and medicine. Dr Will em
van der Geest, Director EIAS, was the convenor of panel 41 on the Politi cal Economy of

                                                
4 www.eias.org/conferences/barcelona160604.html.
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Bangladesh, jointly with Dr Mobasser Monem and Prof Golam Hossain. Abstracts of the
papers presented may be found on the EIAS website. 5

·  5-10 September : Sixth EU-ASEAN Think Tank Dialogue, Munich, Brussels and
Lisbon

The annual Think Tank Dialogue between policy institutes of ASEAN+3 countries
(ASEAN and China, Japan and South Korea) and EU was held under the title:
Completing The Triangle - East Asia, EU and the US: Recent Developments, Challenges,
and Prospects for Inter-Regional Cooperation. After preliminary meetings in Munich and
Brussels, the main meeting was held in Portugal. The conference was co-organised with
the Lisbon-based Institute for International and Strategic Studies (IEEI) and the Konrad
Adenauer Stiftung.

As a unique experiment, several leading US scholars were invited, as well as scholars
from Japan, Korea and China (See EIAS website for the list of participants).6 Mr. Richard
Gupwell , Secretary-General of EIAS, co-chaired a session and made a presentation about
institutional changes in the EU. Dr. Will em van der Geest, jointly with Dr Yeo Lay Hwee
from the Singapore Institute for International Affairs, drafted and presented an academic
summary to be included in a special issue about the Dialogue of the Singapore-based
journal on South East Asian affairs, Panorama.

The ASEAN scholars, including two representatives of Myanmar, were also invited to a
discussion at the BMW Quandt Stiftung in München (Sept 5) as well as a discussion with
some Members of the newly formed European Parliament Delegation for relations with
the countries of ASEAN (Sept 6).

·  30 September: European Union-India-United States Tr ialogue, Brussels

The EIAS, jointly with the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung and the Hanns Seidel Stiftung,
organised a European Union-India-United States Trialogue on the eve of the EU-India
Summit that is expected to take place during 2004 or early 2005. The one-day trialogue -
the first of its kind in Brussels - took stock of the state of play of EU-India cooperation
and compared and contrasted this with US-India relations and cooperation, focusing on
security, as well as economic dimensions.

The conference covered the scope for trilateral cooperation in areas of international
terrorism, non-proli feration and peace-building and assessed the scope for promoting Tri-
lateral EU-US-India alli ances in these fields. Speakers at the Trialogue represented the
EU institutions (European Commission, Council of the European Union and European
Parliament), while India was represented by her Ambassador to the European Union.
Speakers also included leading analysts drawn from prominent think tanks in the US,
India and Europe. The track-two Trialogue was attended by 150 participants from the

                                                
5 www.eias.org/conferences/lund060704/abstracts.pdf
6 www.eias.org/conferences/euasean060904/participants.pdf
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diplomatic, off icial and academic communities in Brussels. For further information see
EIAS website. 7

Activities in preparation. The EIAS is in the process of organising the following conferences
and workshops:

·  23 & 25 November: Taiwan & China, Cross-Straits Relations - Outlook for Regional
Secur ity in East Asia, Paris and Madrid

This Multi -level Conference is co-organised by EIAS, the Asia-Europe Centre of Institut
d'Etudes Politi ques, Paris, and the Centre for East Asian Studies, Universidad Autonoma,
Madrid, in collaboration with Institut für Asienkunde, Hamburg, Nordic Institute for
Asian Studies, Copenhagen, International Institute for Asian Studies, Leiden, the School
of Oriental and African Studies, London, and the Swedish School for Advanced Asia-
Pacific Studies. A draft programme is available from the EIAS website. 8

The conference will assemble distinguished speakers from various research institutes to
discuss China-Taiwan cross-strait issues and their security implications for the East Asian
region and the rest of the world after the presidential elections in Taipei, in March this
year. Dr. David Camroux, Member of the Administrative Board of EIAS, will chair the
Opening Ceremony of the conference. Mr. Richard Gupwell , Secretary-General of the
EIAS, will also be chairing one of the sessions, while Dr. Will em van der Geest, Director
of EIAS, will present an academic summary at the end of the conference.

·  9 December 2004: EU-China post-Summit Conference, Brussels

This one-day conference will be organised by EIAS in co-ordination with the Konrad
Adenauer Stiftung and the Hanns Seidel Stiftung. The conference will bring together EU
and Chinese off icials, experts and scholars to take stock of the seventh EU-China
Summit. In addition, relevant economic and security issues will be addressed.

·  (Date to be finalised): Asian Governance- the implications of Elections in Asia- with
the European Alli ance for Asian Studies at the European Parliament.

This meeting will be an update about the elections held in Asia during 2004 and their
implications for the quali ty of governance in Asia – to include reviews of the
Afghanistan, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Phili ppines, Thailand and Taiwan elections.
The meeting will t arget attendance from the members of the EP delegations for relations
with Asian countries.

1.2. EIAS Luncheon Br iefings

From January to September 2004 eleven Luncheon Briefings were held at the EIAS as
follows:
                                                
7 www.eias.org/conferences/euindiaus300904.html
8
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16 Jan: Prof Chang Hsu-Cheng, Member, Legislative Yuan Taiwan and Presidential
Advisor, on 2004 Presidential Elections in Taiwan - Why the referendum?

Prof Chang discussed the controversial referendum proposal that eventually was held at the
same time as the presidential elections on March 20th 2004. The referendum focused on the
threat that Taiwan faced from missiles on the Chinese mainland, calli ng for their removal.

20 Jan: Mr Muktar Jumaliev, First Deputy Minister for Foreign Trade of the Kyrgyz
Republic, Bishkek, on Kyrgyzstan's Accession to the WTO - Implications for
Central Asia.

As the first country among the former Republics of the Soviet Union to join the WTO,
Kyrgyzstan faces strong protection measures in trade with its neighbouring countries. Mr
Jumaliev discussed the republic's considerable efforts that had been put into the trade
liberalisation of the Central Asian region, and the need to develop an eff icient mechanism for
dispute settlement for the region.

22 Jan: H.E. Mr . Tar iq Fatemi, Ambassador of Pakistan to the European Union, on
Outcomes and Implications of the SAARC Summit in Islamabad.
With the presence of
H.E. Mr . P.K. Singh, Ambassador of India to the EU
H.E. Mr . Maudud Ali , Ambassador of Bangladesh to the EU
H.E. Mr . Narayan S. Thapa, Ambassador of Nepal to the EU
H.E. Mr . C.R. Jayasinghe, Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the EU

Ambassador Fatemi discussed the main achievements resulting from the 12th SAARC
Summit held in Islamabad in January 2004, which were to contribute to the future of peace,
growth and development in the region. The first was the agreement between President Pervez
Musharraf and Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on the resumption of a “Composite
Dialogue”, leading “ to peaceful settlement of all bilateral issues,” and secondly the signing of
the Framework Agreement on South Asian Free Trade Area and the SAARC Social Charter.

12 Mar: Dr Rober t W. Bradnock, Senior Lecturer in Geography at King's College,
University of London, on Kashmir: What Prospects for a Lasting Settlement?

The SAARC Summit in Islamabad in January and the promise of bilateral discussions
between Pakistan and India in February have raised hopes for a peaceful solution in Kashmir.
Dr Bradnock examined the prospects and feasibilit y of a lasting settlement.

18 Mar: Dr Apurba Kundu, EIAS Senior Research Fellow, on India's National Security
under the BJP/NDA Governments: "Strong at Home, Engaged Abroad".

Dr Kundu examined the BJP's initial strategic vision of a strong India, and showed how this
led to the country becoming an overt nuclear weapons state in 1998. He argues that the 1999
Kargil Conflict and the 2002 near-war situation with Pakistan caused the BJP-led NDA
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administration to reposition its national security strategy as one of ªstrong at home, engaged
abroadº.

2 Apr il : H.E. Char les Kartman, Executive Director of KEDO, on The Korean Peninsula
Energy Development Organisation and North Korea.

Ambassador Kartman discussed the effects of US policy and the six-party talks on the future
of the KEDO programme and its value in helping to achieve complete and verifiable
dismantlement of North Korea's nuclear weapons programme.

15 Apr il : Mr . Glyn Ford MEP, EU Chief Observer of the Election Observation Mission to
Indonesia, on the Indonesian Elections 2004

Mr. Ford gave a detailed analysis of the Indonesian General Elections, held on 5 April this
year. He outlined the role of the EU as observer of the elections, and provided
recommendations in areas where improvements can be made in terms of efficiency in the
elections.

28 Apr il : Mr . Frank Umbach, Resident Fellow, German Council , on Foreign Relations on
EU-China Security Relations.

Mr. Umbach gave an overview of current EU-China security relations in the context of the
EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy, assessed the possibiliti es and prospects of future
trilateral EU-US-China security co-operation, and addressed the issue of the EU weapons
embargo imposed on China in 1989.

28 May: Dr Kunal Sen, University of East Anglia, Dr John Zavos, Centre for Applied
South Asian Studies, University of Manchester, and Dr Apurba Kundu, Senior
Research Fellow, European Institute for Asian Studies, on
The Return of Congress! India’s 2004 Elections and Beyond.

India, the world's largest democracy, second-most populous state, fifth-largest economy and
sixth declared nuclear weapons power has just returned a Congress government to power
after five years of BJP rule. The speakers discussed the myriad implications of the results of
the elections for the domestic and international economy and security of India.

25 June: Dr . Stephen Green, Head of Asia Programme, Royal Institute of International
Affairs, on China’s Privatisation Programme.

Dr. Green presented an analysis on the stock market development and privatisation
programme in the PRC, and discussed the feasibili ty of property transaction centres as a new
platform for Chinese privatisation.

28 Sept: Barr ister Amirul Islam, Dhaka, on Democracy and the Rule of Law in
Bangladesh.
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In this presentation, Barrister Islam addressed the importance of police and judicial reform
for democratic development in Bangladesh and examined the possible role of the
international community, including the European Union.

Forthcoming Luncheon Briefings (as of 1 October) include:

14 Oct: Prof PhDr Jaroslav Vacek, Charles University in Prague, on Asian Studies in
the Czech Republic and other new EU Member States.  

Prof Vacek will review the state of play of South Asian Studies in Hungary, Poland and the
Czech Republic, focusing on linguistic studies and their importance for applied policy
research.

21 Oct: Dr Georg Wiessala, Reader in International Relations, University of Lancashire,
on The Promotion of Human Rights in EU External Relations.

27 Oct: ASEAN Ambassadors, on the Outcome of the Hanoi ASEM V Summit 2004.

16 Nov: Prof Sylvain Plasschaert, University of Leuven, on Relocating Productive
Capacities to China? or Elsewhere?

Reports of these meetings, including summaries of the statements made by the speakers, can
be found in the relevant issues of the EurAsia Bulletin as well as through the EIAS website
www.eias.org.

1.3. EIAS Special Br iefings

·  6 May: Islam and Democracy: Indonesia's 2004 Elections and Beyond
(Co-organised with the Embassy of Indonesia, Brussels)

Indonesia is a nation in flux, striving to establish a democratic framework while
overcoming the challenges of development, terrorism and globalisation. As the most
populous Muslim country in the world, Indonesia's response to these challenges is a
crucial indicator of the future of both regional and global prosperity and stabili ty. This
seminar examined the results of the country's recent local, regional and parliamentary
elections and how these would affect the presidential elections, as well as Indonesia's
future role as a leading nation in the region and the world. Speakers included Dr Salim
Said, Department of Social and Politi cal Science, University of Indonesia, and Dr
Francois Raill on, Director of Research, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique,
with discussant Dr Tazeen Murshid, Université Libre de Bruxelles.

·  7 July: Prof David Shambaugh, on China Engages Asia: A New Regional Order? (co-
organised with the European Policy Centre, EPC)

Addressing a joint meeting of EIAS and the EPC in Brussels, on 7th July, Professor
David Shambaugh offered four principles that, he proposed, signalled a new regional



EIAS 2004 Interim Report on Activities                            12 October 2004

12

order emerging in Asia, with China at its centre. Countries around China are adjusting
their relationship towards Beiji ng because of economic interdependence, the interaction
between sub-regional groups (in North-East Asia, South-East Asia, Central Asia and
Australasia), the growth of regional multil ateralism and institutionalism and, finally, the
receding threat of conflict. Responding to questions from the audience, Professor
Shambaugh outlined a radical vision for the future of Taiwan.

David Shambaugh is Professor of Politi cal Science and International Affairs and Director
of the China Policy Program at George Washington University. He has published widely
on Chinese politi cs, foreign relations, military affairs, Sino-American relations, and
international politi cs and security in the Asia-Pacific region. Prof Shambaugh is a non-
resident Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution, and the author of Modernizing
China©s Military (2003).

2. EIAS Projects

The EIAS, in collaboration with Nomisma, economic research institute in Bologna, produced
and submitted a tender proposal to the European Commission entitled ªA Study on the
Economics and Politi cs of East Asian Cooperation and in Particular China's Role in this
Process: Challenges and Opportunities for EU policyº. The study proposal aims to conduct
analyses regarding East Asia's global and regional role and the possible implications of
Chinese-led East Asian Regionalism for the relations between EU and East Asia, and to
articulate a set of recommendations for future EU policies towards China and the region. The
proposal includes a round-table, a focus-group survey by questionnaire, expert interviews in
Asia and Europe, and a scenario-analysis.

In 2003 EIAS was retained on the list of potential tenderers for a framework contract to
undertake policy research studies in support of the European Commission's strategic
programming with Asia in the politi cal, economic and social domains (Europe Aid,
II6448/C/SV). EIAS and its partners in Europe and Asia will seek to bring to bear their
unique expertise on comparative politi cal, economic and social analysis of Asia, drawing on
specialists from amongst its members and/or associated institutes involved in the European
Alli ance for Asian Studies, the EU-ASEAN Think Tank Dialogue and other collaborators.
One study proposal was awarded to the consortium for the preparation of the Human Rights
Dialogue in Laos and Vietnam.

3. Academic Networking

EIAS participates in Europe-Asia networks of research and analysis, most notably as a
Member of the European Alli ance for Asian Studies (EAAS). Indeed, its active
participation in the EAAS is an important development, ensuring a growing ‘multiplier' of
EIAS activities. The Alli ance is devoted to the analysis of Asian affairs and increasing
understanding in Europe of contemporary developments within Asia. Composed of f ive
original partners from Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany and the Netherlands, the
network of institutions expanded in 2003 to include the Universidad Autonoma de Madrid in
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Spain, the School of Oriental and African Studies of the University of London and the
Swedish School for Advanced Asia-Pacific Studies. A meeting was held on 7 June this year
in Copenhagen to review the progress of alli ance activities, with the next meeting scheduled
to be held on 7 December in Brussels.

In support of research, policy analysis and Brussels-based intellectual exchange, EIAS staff
members undertook several missions to Asia and EU capitals in 2004. These visits were in
response to invitations to speak at major international conferences and to seek to develop
research collaboration with Asian think tanks and policy research centres.

Presentations and lectures by EIAS specialists in 2004 were as follows:

·  6 Feb: Ninth ASEF University Session, Manila
Dr Will em van der Geest, EIAS Director, delivered a lecture on EU-ASEAN Free Trade
Agreement: Sharing Benefits of Globalisation?

·  21-22 Feb: Coali tion Poli tics and Hindu Nationalism Conference, London
Dr Apurba Kundu, EIAS Senior Research Fellow, made a presentation on The National
Democratic Alli ance and National Security, at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies,
London.

·  Feb 22-29: Dr Will em van der Geest was invited to meet with off icials, academic
analysts and think tanks in Hong Kong by the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Off ice.

·  25 Feb: Conference on: Reforming Japan: Has the Corner Finally been Turned?
London
Dr Axel Berkofsky, EIAS Research Fellow, made a presentation on Troop deployment to
Iraq: Is Japan Really Changing the Fundamentals of its Defence and Security Policy?
The conference was organised by the Asia Programme, the Royal Institute for
International Affairs (RIIA) and the Keizai Koho Center Tokyo. Dr. Berkofsky addressed
the question of whether Japan is on the brink of changing the fundamentals of its defence
and security policy through its humanitarian mission in southern Iraq.

·  Mar 23-24: 2nd Fr iedr ich-Ebert-Stiftung Asian-European Dialogue, Berlin
Dr Apurba Kundu was invited to participate at the 2nd Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Asian-
European Dialogue of Cultures: ‘Bridging Tensions between Traditions and
Modernisation in the Era of Globalisation in Berlin'.

·  Apr il 5-7: Br itish Association for South Asian Studies (BASAS) Annual Conference,
Norwich, UK
Dr Apurba Kundu presented a paper, The NDA Government and National Security, at this
conference.

·  May 11-12: Conference on Conflict Prevention in South Asia--what can the EU
achieve? Brussels
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Dr Apurba Kundu was a discussant at this conference organised by the Friedrich-Ebert-
Stiftung.

·  June 8-9 OSCE Conference at the Japan Institute for International Affairs, Tokyo
Dr Axel Berkofsky was the rapporteur on a conference about the OSCE held at the JIIA,
Tokyo.

·  16 June 4th Working sessions on the Tr iangulation  Latin America/Asia-Pacific
/Europe, Casa-Asia, Barcelona, Spain
Dr Will em van der Geest presented a paper, Asian Studies. Exploring Perspectives of
Triangular Cooperation, at this event. The focus of the conference was on the
cooperation between Asia-Pacific, Latin America and Spain on business, culture and
research.

·  24 July - 14 Aug: South Asia Summer School, Heidelberg, Germany
Dr. Will em van der Geest gave a lecture at this Summer School, which analyses politi cal,
economic and cultural change in modern South Asia. Participants come from various
institutes including the Universities of Edinburgh, Heidelberg, Oslo, Chicago, Oxford,
Fribourg, London, and Antwerp, as well as research centres from Paris, Spain, Lithuania,
and Karachi.

·  1 - 2 Sept: The Four th Asian International Forum, Fukuoka, Japan
Dr Will em van der Geest gave a presentation, Should the EU Share Benefits of
Globalisation Through FTA's? at this event. The Fourth Asian International Forum,
organised by the Kyushu Economic Research Centre, brought together researchers from
policy research institutions from 13 nations and regions in East Asia, Europe and the
United States.

·  27 Sept: Clingendael Institute, The Hague, NL
Dr Will em van der Geest gave a lecture on the ‘Position of the South East Asian region in
the Global Economy' for a group of 15 mid-career diplomats and off icials from
Indonesia.

·  4 October: Global Organisation for Persons of Indian Or igin, Brussels
The event was co-sponsored by GOPIO and the Mission of India to the European Union.
Amongst the speakers were Mr Malcolm Subhan, Vice-Chairman EIAS and Dr Will em
van der Geest, Director, EIAS. It focused on the question of how GOPIO could play a
role on ensuring an informed debate about the mutual gains of outsourcing in the services
sector.

4. Advisory Services to the EU

EIAS has an excellent track record of providing direct support to the EU institutions, in
particular the European Parliament and the European Commission, through an effective use
of its institutional li nks and proximity to these institutions. EIAS is often asked to respond
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quickly to requests for information or analysis in its areas of expertise from Members of the
European Parliament or staff of the European institutions.

·  29 Sep: Briefing on EU-South Asia relations to the first full meeting of the European
Parliament delegation for relations with the countries of South Asia and SAARC by Dr
Will em van der Geest (See website).

·  Oct 2004,  Islam and the EU: moving forward,  Briefing Note for the PPE-ED members
of EP SAARC Delegation prepared by John Quigley

·  Dec 2 (to be confirmed): Asia Update meeting scheduled, European Parliament, Brussels
The Asia Update will be a one-day Conference organised by EIAS in which renowned
scholars and experts will present analyses of recent and current events relating to
elections and governance in Asia to the European Parliament.

Dr Will em van der Geest prepared a report on the request of the European Commission on
the ‘Strategy and the Long Term Financial Sustainabili ty of the Asia-Europe Foundation'
during the period April to June. The draft report was presented at the ASEF Board of
Governors Meeting in Dublin (May 27th) and formed the basis of a series of proposals put
forward by the Japanese delegation to the ASEM Senior Off icials Meeting. Dr van der Geest
was granted unpaid leave (for 30 working days) to enable him to prepare the report, present it
in Dublin and also to attend the Hanoi ASEM SOM (Sept 6-7, 2004).

5. EIAS Communications

The year marked an intensification of the work of the Institute to develop and enhance its
means of external communications. EIAS offers analyses, insight and viewpoints through its
bi-monthly EurAsia Bulletin (launched in 1997), and publishes its in-house research as well
as commissioned research papers through its series of EIAS Briefing Papers (launched in
1996) and Policy Briefs.  In addition, EIAS supports its own Internet site on EU-Asia
(www.eias.org) and contributes to other publications and web-based exchanges. Participation
in Europe-Asia networks of research and analysis, most notably as a Member of the European
Alli ance for Asian Studies9, is also key.

In September 2004 EIAS launched an electronic Newsletter that will be sent to more than 500
Members in order to update them on news, forthcoming events and publications of interest.

5.1. EurAsia Bulletin

Six issues of the EurAsia Bulletin are being produced in 2004. The EurAsia Bulletin informs
readers of what has been happening in the Commission, Parliament, and Council with regard
to Asia, reports on current events in Asia, and covers all major international developments
that affect EU-Asia relations.

                                                
9 Please consult www.asia-alli ance.org
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Each Bulletin carries some 10-14 topical articles on issues of EU-Asian relations. A balance
is achieved between in-house articles from John Quigley (Acting Editor) and other EIAS
researchers and staff and articles from external contributors.

Contributors to the 2004 publications included, inter alia, Mr. Malcolm Subhan, Dr John
Zavos, Mr. Sanjay Mukhopadhyay, Mr. Duncan Freeman, Dr François Raill on, Mr. Glyn
Ford MEP, Mr. Kelsang Gyaltsen, Dr Mehdi Parvizi Amineh, Dr Apurba Kundu, Dr Robert
W. Bradnock, Dr Axel Berkofsky, Dr Georg Wiessala, H.E. Mr. Tariq Fatemi, Dr Will em
van der Geest, Mr. John Quigley, Lionel Kesenne, and Ms. Haina Lu.

5.2. EIAS Br iefing Papers

The EIAS Briefing Paper series, edited by Dr Will em van der Geest, has been an effective
means of presenting intellectual input on public policy issues affecting Europe-Asia relations.
The papers are generally 15-20 pages in length and may be commissioned and written
specifically for EIAS or be developed from papers presented at its conferences.

The following EIAS Briefing Papers have been published or are in press:

- Caspian Energy–an alternative for the Persian Gulf? By Dr. Mehdi Amineh, January;
- Sri Lanka-A new chance for Peace? By Dr. Christian Wagner, February;
- India's National Security under the BJP: “ Strong at Home, Engaged Abroad” , By Dr.

Apurba Kundu, July;
- The Politi cs of Re-Orientation and Responsibilit y - European Union Foreign Policy and

Human Rights, By Dr Georg Wiessala,  ( in press);
- The Return of the Congress in India: What Future for Economic Reforms? By Dr Krunal

Sen, (in press)
- ASEAN and China: Different Aspects of the Economic Co-operation, By Aysun Uyar (in

press)

5.3. EIAS Policy Br iefs

Policy recommendations are disseminated through EIAS Policy Briefs. The Briefs were
launched in 2003 to disseminate research findings and insights gained from Round Tables
and Conferences in a concise and policy-relevant manner. The Policy Briefs are of limited
length (never exceeding 3000 words), and their outline includes a section focusing on EU
policy responses and, if appropriate, policy recommendations.
The following Policy Briefs have been published or are in press:

Jan: Can the EU play a meaningful role in Asian Security through the ARF? By Dr.
Axel Berkofsky

Feb: China, India and Pakistan: A nuclear arms race in Asia? By Major-General
(retd) Dipankar Banerjee
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June: Burma/Myanmar and ASEM Enlargement 2004: What Lessons from
Cambodia and ASEAN Enlargement in 1997? By Erik Friberg

July: What are the foreign and national security policy implications of Congress'
return to power in India? By Dr Apurba Kundu

Forthcoming Policy Briefs:

Oct: China versus Japan: the battle for economic leadership in Asia. Who will
triumph? And what are the implications for the EU? By Jappe Eckhardt

Nov: How can the EU Cooperate with China on Anti-Terrorism? By Eileen Ho

Nov: What is the European Union doing to Promote Democracy in Hong Kong, By
Caroline Horekens

5.4. Contr ibutions to Other Publications

Mr Richard Gupwell:
- EU-ASEAN Relations: a Frustrated Partnership, Panorama, No. 2/2003

Dr Will em van der Geest:
- Economic Reform and Trade Performance in South Asia  editor with Omar Haider

Chowdhury, Oxford University Press, Karachi & University Press Limited, Dhaka  -- an
analysis of the trade and investment performance of South Asia in response to trade and
economic reforms undertaken since the early 1990s (pp:1- 294).

- The Competition Policy of the European Union, in the Advance of Globalization and
Asia: Report of the 3rd Asian International Forum in Fukuoka

- Sharing benefits of globalisation through an EU-ASEAN FTA? Asia-Europe Journal,
(June 2004)

Dr Apurba Kundu:
- Contemporary South Asia, Editor, Vol. 13 No. 1, April 2004
- Contemporary South Asia, Editor, Vol. 13 No. 2, June 2004
- The NationalDemocratic Alli ance and National Security , forthcoming as a chapter in

Adeney, K., and Lawrence Saez in Coaliti on Poli tics and Hindu Nationalism.
- Book review: Nuclear Stabilit y in Southern Asia, By P.R. Chari, Sonika Gupta and Arpit

Rajain, in Contemporary South Asia,  June 2004
- India as a Regional Power—Superpower of the Future?, in Indien heute: Brennpunkte

seiner Innenpoliti k, Argumente und Materialien zum Zeitgeschehen, By Subrata K. Mitra
and Bernd Rill

Dr Axel Berkofsky, John Quigley, Aysun Uyar:
- Proceedings of the Conference: Building a New Era of Partnership: EU and Korea

Relations 1963-2003 (joint publication with KIEP-forthcoming)

Dr Axel Berkofsky:
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Various contributions to Japan Aktuell , The Asia Times, IFA Hamburg, and KAS

Mr John Quigley:
- Bhutanese refugees in Nepal: what role now for the EU and the UNHCR?,

Contemporary South Asia Vol. 13 No. 2 June 2004
- Book Review: State Politi cs and Panchayats in India, Contemporary South Asia Vol.

13 No. 2 June 2004
- Major Changes to EU Development Policy,  India News in Europe Programme

(INEP), October 2004

5.5. EIAS Website

The EIAS website has served as an eff icient tool of communication. It has helped reach out to
EIAS Members and broaden its support base, to communicate information about meetings
and conferences, and to ensure a broad dissemination of publications and articles. The
number of visitors to the site increased significantly during the year. The webmaster, Mr.
Andy Carling, who is hired on the basis of an external contract, ensures the upkeep and
updating of the website on a continuous basis. Mr. Carling is also in charge of producing and
diffusing the EIAS electronic Newsletter that updates EIAS members on news, forthcoming
events and publications of interest.

D. Visitors to EIAS

EIAS continues to play a useful role as a contact point in Brussels for a steady flow of
visitors to the EU. Since January 2004, more than 100 visitors registered with the Institute.
To them EIAS functioned as a useful and informative unofficial intermediary to EU
institutions and policy-makers briefing them on recent developments within the EU
institutions. EIAS visitors include senior and high-level officials from Asia, (in particular
India, China, Bhutan, Thailand, Japan, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Indonesia, South Korea, DPRK,
Sri Lanka and Taiwan) and the EU. Contacts with academics and representatives of business
and/or civil society, as well as with students and researchers were also developed.

E. Conclusions and Implementation Table

EIAS contributed to shaping policy within the EU concerning Asia through topical and
strategic analyses as well as through the monitoring and dissemination of politi cal, security
and economic trends. EIAS activities during the period spanning from 1 January to 30
September 2004 were effectively channelled towards the implementation of its 2004 Work
Programme as approved by the EU Commission. The EIAS Work Programme 2004 is the
reference guide for the Institute's activities and its present implementation during 2004 is
wholly consistent with the targets outlined in the Work Programme.

The three main themes of activities identified in the 2004 Work Programme were thoroughly
covered by EIAS through its main mechanisms of conferences, meetings, presentations and
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publications.  A preliminary analysis of the implementation of the 2004 work-programme to
date is provided in the Implementation Table annexed to this 2004 Interim Report (see
below).



Themes
International
Conferences

Luncheon Br iefings & Special
Br iefings Academic Networking Publications

EU-Asia International Poli tical Economy

World Bank ABCDE
Conference, Brussels

Modern South Asia
Conference,  Sweden

*EU-China post-Summit
Conference, Brussels

Mr Muktar Jumaliev, on
Kyrgyzstan©s Accession to the WTO
- Implications for Central Asia;

Dr. Stephen Green, on China©s
Privatisation Programme;

*Prof Sylvain Plasschaert, on
Relocating Productive Capacities
to China? or Elsewhere?

Ninth ASEF University Session, Manila: Dr Will em
van der Geest: lecture on EU-ASEAN Free Trade
Agreement: Sharing Benefits of Globalisation?

Dr Will em van der Geest invited to meet with
off icials, academic analysts and think tanks in Hong
Kong by the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Off ice;

The Fourth Asian International Forum, Fukuoka,
Japan: Dr Will em van der Geest, presentation, Should
the EU Share Benefits of Globalisation Through
FTA's?

South Asia Summer School, Heidelberg: Dr. Will em
van der Geest gave a lecture on economic
developments in South Asia;

Global Organisation for Persons of Indian Origin,
Brussels: Mr Malcolm Subhan, and Dr Will em van
der Geest, were speakers at this event;

Caspian Energy–an Alternative for
the Persian Gulf? By Dr. Mehdi
Amineh, January;

The Return of the Congress in
India: What Future for Economic
Reforms? By Dr Krunal Sen,;

* ASEAN and China: Different
Aspects of the Economic Co-
operation, By Aysun Uyar;

* China versus Japan: the battle for
economic leadership in Asia. Who
will t riumph? And what are the
implications for the EU? By Jappe
Eckhardt;

Poli tical & Secur ity Developments in Asia

European Union-India-
United States Trialogue,
Brussels

*Taiwan & China, Cross-
Straits Relations Outlook
for Regional Security in
East Asia, Paris &  Madrid

Prof Chang Hsu-Cheng, on 2004
Presidential Elections in Taiwan -
Why the referendum?

Dr Robert W. Bradnock, on
Kashmir: What Prospects for a
Lasting Settlement?

Dr Apurba Kundu, on India©s
National Security under the
BJP/NDA Governments: "Strong at
Home, Engaged Abroad";

Mr. Glyn Ford MEP, on the

Coaliti on Politi cs and Hindu Nationalism
Conference, London : Dr Apurba Kundu,
presentation on The National Democratic Alli ance
and National Security;

Conference on: Reforming Japan: Has the Corner
Finally been Turned? Tokyo & London: Dr Axel
Berkofsky, presentation on Troop deployment to
Iraq: Is Japan Really Changing the Fundamentals of
its Defence and Security Policy?

2nd Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Asian-European
Dialogue, Berlin: Dr Apurba Kundu: Bridging

Sri Lanka-A new chance for Peace?
By Dr. Christian Wagner;

India's National Security under the
BJP: “ Strong at Home, Engaged
Abroad” , By Dr. Apurba Kundu;

China, India and Pakistan: A
nuclear arms race in Asia? By
Major-General (retd) Dipankar
Banerjee;

What are the foreign and national
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Indonesian Elections 2004;

Islam and Democracy: Indonesia©s
2004 Elections and Beyond;

Mr. Frank Umbach, on Foreign
Relations on EU-China Security
Relations;

Dr Kunal Sen, and Dr Apurba
Kundu, on The Return of Congress!
India's 2004 Elections and Beyond;

Prof David Shambaugh, on China
Engages Asia: A New Regional
Order?

*Barrister Amirul Islam, on
Democracy and Rule of Law in
Bangladesh;

*Dr Georg Wiessala, on The
Promotion of Human Rights in EU
External Relations;

Tensions between Traditions and Modernisation in
the Era of Globalisation;

British Association for South Asian Studies
(BASAS) Annual Conference, Norwich: Dr Apurba
Kundu presented The NDA Government and National
Security;

Conference on Conflict Prevention in South Asia--
what can the EU achieve? Brussels: Dr Apurba
Kundu was a discussant;

security policy implications of
Congress' return to power in
India? By Dr Apurba Kundu;

* How can the EU Cooperate with
China on Anti-Terrorism? By
Eileen Ho;

* What is the European Union
doing to Promote Democracy in
Hong Kong, By Caroline Horekens;

EU-ASIA Inter-Regionalism & Integration and Cooperation within Asia

Connecting Civil
Societies, Barcelona

Sixth EU-ASEAN Think
Tank Dialogue, Munich,
Brussels & Lisbon

H.E. Mr. Tariq Fatemi, on
Outcomes and Implications of the
SAARC Summit in Islamabad;

H.E. Charles Kartman, on The
Korean Peninsula Energy
Development Organisation and
North Korea;

*Prof PhDr Jaroslav Vacek, on
Asian Studies in the Czech Republic
and other new EU Member States;

*ASEAN Ambassadors, on the
Outcome of the Hanoi ASEM
Summit 2004.

4th Working sessions on the Triangulation  Latin
America/Asia-Pacific/Europe, Casa-Asia, Barcelona:
Dr Will em can der Geest  presented: Asian Studies.
The Future of the ASEM/ASEF Process: Exploring
Perspectives of Triangular Cooperation;

The Politi cs of Re-Orientation and
Responsibilit y-European Union
Foreign Policy and Human Rights,
By Dr Georg Wiessala;

Can the EU play a meaningful role
in Asian Security through the ARF?
By Dr. Axel Berkofsky;

Burma/Myanmar and ASEM
Enlargement 2004: What Lessons
from Cambodia and ASEAN
Enlargement in 1997? By Erik
Friberg.

* Forthcoming in 2004.


